e r;gaj

WEW FANGLES
#27, October 1969.
Monthly from Don &
Maggie Thompson, 8786
Hendricks Road, Mentor,
Ohio 44060, a2t 10¢ a
copy, free copies for
usable newsg itoms. A
few back issues (11 15
23-25) are available

at 10¢ each. For those
of you new to comics
fandom (or old to cf
who just happen to like
this sort of thing), we
have How to Survive
Comics Fandem at 20¢ a
copy. Heading cartoon
by Joe Staton. The cir-
culation this issue is:
255. (That is subscri-
bers at this moment, not

. / : o / S Tt :
our primtrun.) (Remember (z}JC/OgL €3.10 & cratacters (¢ a/a [t
NF#8--Mar 1968--when we , / - :
AR U R [ sneq Prods. & Howard Hughes
[Jn e : . rd g

because our circulation

was a princely 24 and we thought we must not be filling anyonc's nced?) (That was
the some issue which had 2 news item that read, "ALTER EGO will be out Real Soon
Now, says Roy Thomas, with a long Gil Kanc interview.")
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X-MEN 28 A

X-Mepn will fold around the first of the year. The magazine has been a loser for
months and even the improved art snd story (Neal Adams and Roy Thomas) did not
improve the sales--nor did the improved distribution by Curtis. So it dies.  With
the folding of X-lMgn and the about-the-same-time discontinuance of Capt. Savage
(we announced the folding of this some time ago, but therc was a script backlog
to use up), Marvel reportedly has only moneymakers left on its list. Bcfore it
folds, X-ken will have two issues by Neal 4dams, one cach by Don Heck and Sal
Buscema, a1 Denny O'Neil script, and a Japanese mutant.
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Vie said only a miracle sould save JLa, right? Vell, we dunno if it qualifies as

a miracle, but they've been given two more issucs (at lezst five tot-l will appear).
It may survive to keep Black Canary, Atom, Hawkman, and Green Arrow alive. And
there's also a rumor that Vigilante is on his way buck. UVildcat, furthermore, may
come to Earth-I as Black Canary did. Green Lamtern gets no reprieve, though.

He's a deader.

The Hulk is to marry... Tell, Bruce Banrer is to wed E/Yd¥ Betty Ross, with com-
plications via the Leader and the Rhino. Sal Buscema did pencils and inks over
Trimpe layouts. ## Marvel's first sword & sorcery story to appear will be = Roy
Thomas/Barry Smith epic in 2 weirdbook. It was to have bcen a Daredevil story,

but that idea didn't work out. 4% Oh, and Bill Dubay has not done any Millie the
Model comics. He did samples, but he doesn't live in NYC and he and Marvel haven't
worked out thc kinks., ‘Who sent us that news item, anyway?
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Tad Cooper, 8113 Finclake Court, Alcxandria, Virginia 22309

a4l Fick, R. D. #5, amsterdam, New York 12010

Bruce Digkson, Box 425 Cocd Tower, Peabody Dorm, 606 St. Paul Strect, Baltimore,
Maryland 21202

dshutosh Chowdhurt, 1253 Rumsay View Court, Sudbury, Ontarioc, Canzadz

Hank Luttrell, 1108 Locust Street, Columbla, Missouri 65201 '

Jerry & Jean Bails, 487 Lakcwood Boulevard, Dotroit, Michigan 48215

Clay Kimball, 1441 Delawarc Avenuc, Eden, North Carolina 27288

Donnis & Doris Lien, 530 E. Mable Stroct, Tucson, Arizona 85705

Landon Chesney, 4pt. 2, 611 Houston Struet Chattanooga, ‘Tennessec 37403

Jay Kinney, 215 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 908 Brooklyn, New York 11205

Wuyne Howard, Uecsleyan Station, Middletown, Connecticut 06457

G. Richard Buchanan, 527 East 6th Street, Apt. 7, New York, New York ¥hat's the ZIP?

Bob Latona, C'an Gelat, Deya, Mallorca, Spain

Kim Weston, 305~B North Chapelgate Lanc, Bultimere, Mzrylind 21229

Gary Brown, 12708 3Cth Strect, apt. 35 South, Tampa, Florida 33612

Jon Ingsrsell, 3 Amcs Strcet, Cambrldge, Massnchuocttd 02139

Bill Schelly, Box 52, Snow Hall University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 83843

Yance Parrish, 1906 Glondale avenue, Durham, North Carolina 27701

Leconard Hollmann, 50 South Second Strect, Alblon, Illincis 62806

Sometime science-fiction writer Jnd mos t of thC-tlmu western writer Nocl M Loomis
died in La MNe¢sa, Califorwuia, 8 September. He was 64 and allegedly wrotc his books
directly in type on a linecasting machine. United Fress did not elaboratec on that
-=-did he then mail severzl hundred pounds of lead to his publishers? lorc likely,
he pulled proofs und submittcd them.:.

Bud Collycr, radio's Superman from 1938 to0 1952 and voice of the TV curtoon Super-
mzd, dicd 8 Septomber in Greenwich, Connecticut. He was 61. Gausc of de:th was
given as a circulatory ailment.

Seems another dcgth rumor has been started--this time about Pete Costanza. Spy
Dudley Do~Right reports no truth to it at Jll

|
Some kind but anonymous soul Sunt us tho Harvard alumni Bulletin (75¢ from 1341
Massachusstts Avcnue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138) for Aug 11, 1969, which
contains a very good articlc om Spider~lan by Rd Douglﬂss-Pcoplcs. Not patronizing

7 and it's astonishingly accurste--x good snalysis of the character.

4 now épa for rock music discussion is being formed as of January. 40 éopics, %1
dues when needsd, 4~page minipum every threg months. Writc Louis 4. Morra, 14
Grove Strect, N, Attleboro, kassachusetts 02760.

A BIG BUNCH OF Bantam is publishing a pocket-sized magazine, Ug (FS4850, 3$1),
-WISCELLANY:::: . featuring underground writings. First issuc had some (reprint)

; K. Crumb work and a humorous paragraph on the suicide of George
(Superman) Recves. 7 The October Esguire has-a cover and some intérior illos
showing Joc Namath as a super hero. Art is by Maric Severin. 5f Mike Nichols,
currently directing Catch-22, will next tackle Cgrngl Knowledges; a comedy: by
Julecs Feiffer. Both are movies; he's postponing stage dirccting for a while. ##
Dr. Milton 8. Eiscnhower and his National Commission on the Causcs and Prevention
of Violence have. criticized TV cartoons. for being intensely violémt. Let's sce
whether anyonc knocks the current crop for glorifying high-spoed driving... jf
An sd for LSD and hash in thc SF Good Timeg (placed by IWYW Dopc Dealers Local 630)
concludes with: "Silver Surfer vs..Flying Dutchman this woek from Marvel." Arc
wo really gonna be known by the company we keep? (Thunks, art Scott.) ¥ Westing-
housgse claims its Superbulbs work better, last longer bscause they contain Krypton.
## Tifteen Peanuts cartoons arc now appesring on loaves of Millbrook bread...




£y Paul Leiffer, co=editor with Bob Latona of Vanguord, ha2s been draftcd
RS {in June, but we just found out). (News courtesy Bob Latona.)
.. Everybody (except cditor Jcrry Weist) jumped us for saying Squa
I] ﬁ LLJ(J Tront costs 75¢; it costs ¢2--whlch is gtill lcss than 4 Certain New
5 U)' York Déaler-charges for it. ## Alter Egg has becen delayed at least
T i4e the énd: of:0ctobet v s s, Dris Fredric Wertham has been buying up 2
flock of fanzines (lcwfangles and How to Survive Comics Fandom included). Dunno
whother he plans to Expose Us To The World or what, but we hear he's under the
impression that all fanzine nubllshers are in their tcens. He scems a bit intrigued
(shall we say) by s0me of fandom's terminology--especially the torm "crud" (as in
"ecrudzine")... Rob Gluckson reports that Wertham asked him for a copy of Hig Name
Is Sgvage; Rob sent him a copy and then found that Wertham ran a panel from it in
The American Journgl of Fsychotherapy, July 1969 in an article titled "New Dimen-
sions of Human Violence." Vortham's comment. on ono .of Kanc's bloodier panels was
that it was from "onc of the currently mass-produced publications given me by a
child and now in the hands of children far and wide." Rob comments,"That given
by cavienaltdSkpand:; ln sure, has a great deal of emotional value when read by a purent
gspecially. In this case the child was me.. How o0ld are you, Rob? #7 like Raub
has been dropped from the comics apa CAPA-alpha at the same time he is announcing
his candidacy. for. Central kailer. He was dropped for failure to replace misprinted
pages which appeared in the lay mailirg (half the 60 required copies werc botched).
Haub was dropped by Central Mailer Fred Patten after iike failed to have the page
redonc und to Fred by October 1, five monmths later. (No, gang, this was npot a
move by Fred tn remove competition for the post; it was a complctcly lcgltlmate

/

action--which Fred had warned Mike he'd hove to tuke.) “# Ve've received some
inquirics about the St. Louiscon; for more det~ils than we ran in NF#26, we refer
you to Locus 37, from Charlie and Marsha Brown, 2078 anthony Avenuc, Bronx, New
York 10457--only a few copies arc loft, at 25¢ each. (Runner-up for Bost Novel
Hugo was alexei Panshin's Rite of Pissage, for those of you who asked.) <*# Bob
Schocnfeld is readying the new Gosh Wow: and has copies of the St. Louis Program
Book (2 mammoth publication) for_gi--and the 3rd Progress Report for-50¢. - (GV is
$1.) Bob'isat 9516 Mincrva, St. Louis, Missouri 63114,

.lf
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 INPORTANT NOTICES: Anyone who wishes may reprint news items from NF,
but how :bout giving ¢redit (gnd qur. price and addrcess) whoen you do?
And '1ét's have no more columns of NF news headlinsd "YOU READ IT HERE
FIRST Dept," okay? 7% lodest paople, if--for any reason, such as
job sceurity--you do not want us to credit you publicly for NF news
items, for Pete¢'s sake, tell us. and . If you want to scnd us an item
for our private information but don't want us to print the item,

tell us that, too. %e are not mindreaders. Don't write and complain
becauso wo attribute gn item to you--or print s DhQ item-~-if you -did
not tell us not to do so.” yaet™ TRty are one . .of the 'kind pegople
ordering from our "for sale" listings, PL*E*A*S5*E gnclosec o self-
addresscd, gtamped envelope (NOT a posteard). If you're ordering from
us, chances are you like our prices; we.arc trying to kcep them:-very
low. VWe can't contigue to kaep prices low if you foul up our order
handling by not following directions. f#¢ 4nd did we reazlly have to
tell  you allithis?
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. The 1970 Detroit Triple Fan Fair will be heold on Labor Day Weckend,
[3[J {J an attompt to attract sf fans who would normally attcnd the .orld-
W, con but can't moke it to Heidelberg. Rick Buckler .is chairman.
VA e 3 (Rick, incidentally, has drawn a story for one of Dick Giordano's
}]_E!JJ ) "mystery" titles; Neal Adams has reportedly expresqed interest in
% e inking Rick's work.) (Reported by Jerry Rails.) ;3 Multicon 70
(Jun 18-21 in Okl-homa City) will cost $3.50 (to OAF c/d David Smith, 133 Mercer
Street, Ponca City, Oklahoms 74601); firct 250 to register will get a free Frazetts
print--the Conan of Cimmeria cover. Guests Keed Crand=1l, R. 4. Lafferty, & J. Harmon.
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Flash Comicg will again feature Kid Flash storics and Elongated lin: storics. i
Nostalgia Press has out now The Phantom (paperbound $6) by Falk & Moore and soon
will have two volumes of Terry pnd the Pirgtes ($7.50 each) by Caniff (beginning
with the first-strip), Upcoming, too, are ‘Krazy Kat ($7. 95) by Herriman; Popeve
(¢5) by E. C. Sogar (and don't puss that up; it's far, far better than you “think);

Landrake ($6) by:Falk & Davis; Minute Movies ($5) by Ed Wheelan; EC Horror Library
($12.50 now to be published in Fzll 1970, when it will cost $14. 95) Nostalgia
Comics (%5 °a copy, 6 for $25--sub starting now)--which includes Alex Raymond's
Sccret Agent X~9. AND--at $35, or $27.50 prepublication price--the first 104
Prince Valignt strips in golor. - j## Also forthcoming from NP, according to Bill
Blackbeard, z2re a full- -color qnthology of Little Nemo pages and at least two more
Flash Gordon collectlons, starting from the strip's’ beglnnlng in 1934 (if nego-
tiations go well). #% That's Ndstalgia Press, Box 293, Franklin Square, New
York 11010;  if you're ordering by mail, add 20¢ per item ordered. ## Marvel
sneaked out two more all-reprint books without any warning this month. One is
Where Monsters Dwell, containing those gawdawful monster yarns they.ran pre-hero
and which are overy bit as bad as we remember iheir being. The other is Ringo
Kid, a routine Morvel western (which is to say, a bad western) comic, notable
only for artwork by the late Joe Msnecly and a 4-page gimmick story illustrated
by 4l Williamson. (By the way, we understand Williamson didn't sign his own name
to the 'story--Stan Loc did later; we also hear that Torres was the penciller for
VWilliamson's inks on it.)
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Here it is October 1969--almost timc to vote on 1969 Alleys--und the results
of the 1968 Alley balloting 2re not yet in. Hanerfeld has had his hands
full, and fandom must come second in any realistic view of 1lifc. But if
he'd like it, we hereby make the following Officinl  Offer: We will conduct
the 1969 Alley Balloting IF lark (as the existing Acadomy Officer) gives
his OK on our conducting it.. The reason for that "IF" is, 'of course, that
this is an offer of assistance in case he can't/doesn't want to handle the
thing--and that competing zwards would, in any case, scuttle everything.
Cur handling would be done on our terms--but it would be held, and results
would bo- publlshed before Fall 1970, we guarantee. . ***WHOA! Received just
before mimeoing--TOR 74&75 (total cost 30¢ from Mark Hanerfeld, G.P.0. Box
449,. Flushing, New York 11352) with buckcts of news, Alley Rasultg, nuad plang
for next yéar's balloting. Scnd for ‘'cm and vote next year!**¥
Nov Cavalier has, besides Bodé's Deadbone, an article on Italiun crlnc&VLOICnce
comics. «It's vory 'shallow and doesn't explain the Italinn fascination with the
letter-"K" whieh appcars in nearly 21l -strip namcs--Diabolik, Sadik, Kriminal.
(Reason: -The letter is not native to Itulian and ‘using it makes the name 'seem
more exotic.) /# Chelsea House is to publish Ggllected %orks of Buck Rogers,
od. by John F. Dille's son--$12.50, to be released in November. Introduction will
be by Ray Bradbury and the book should contain several complete stories. (Thanks,
. Richard 0'Brien.) ## Vhich seems as good 2 time as any to re-mention gn item of
which George Orentlicher recently reminded us: Buck Rogers will supposedly be a
~ Cinerama motion picture in 1970 (we say supposedly because we've heard nothing more
since the initisl announcement which we reportcd some time back). #¢  And the
: original Buck Rogers stories frem Amazing will be out 'any day now--aArmageddon
2419 4D by hilip Fruncis Nowlan, 60¢ from ace.

George Henderson counted 276 different'comic books on sale on Canadian newsstands
during dugust--only 52 of which comics featured superherces. i7F George also
reports that comics 4Are being used in Canadian schools to teach reading. It has
‘apparently finally dawned on Canadian educators (but riot'U.S5. ones) that kids
learn to read faster if they are given something they like to read instead of the
"Seo Sally run" primers. If Sesame Street (a'new pre-school educational TV series
mentioned here a couple of months back) mokes it using Superman. and Batman and
so.on, ve may witness a new dawn of educstion yet.  #F FRobin may quit the Teen
Tituns, but this is not yet definite.
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The 1969-70 National ZIP Code Directory is rcady from Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402 (Catalog No. P 1.10/8:969-70)
--2t g mere %10.50 n copy.  Scems to us they could oncourage people to use the ZIP
Code a bit more if they'd lower their price... j## The Steranko cover on Shield
76 won an alle¥, we.hear...jf . Wike Barrlﬂr sent us copics of 2 Hollywood Reportier
article on Disney's..evergrecn gold mlnp, the fllCPa that get re-releascd every

fow years. (whllc sthe dogs go to £ill out the TV show). Curremtly in relecase .are
Peter Pgn and Darby 0’Gill, witn 101 Dalmatiagns due back for Christmss, oig_blnﬂ
Eggggy next summer, Cinderglla in 71 or *72, and lgry Poppins returning in '73

or '74. 'Inventory of the Disnéy library at last compilation included 497 shorts,
21 animated fetures, 58 live-action features, 7 true-life adventure features,

330 hours of lickey kiouse Club, 78 half-hour Zorro shows, znd 380 hours of filmed
TV shows, primarily Disneyland ind Wonderful Vorld of Color. 12 live features and
13 of tho curtoons arc regarded as among thé most valuable theatrieal reissue pro-
ducts in the-library, but the articlec did not name them (those 2lready mentionedy
nlus Bambi, Pinocchio,. Smow ihito, Swiss Family Robinson, and Blackbeurd's Ghost,
are among them). - & Tony Baltulis points out thiat we omitted Tales from the
Crypt from our 1i8ting of Ballantine EC*paperbacks in print. 74nd J+ . Chrislip
gaid that Tomorrow liidnight is no longer 3vailable. ¥z 1ICKkB, = Boston radio

st ition, is broadcasting the Lone Ranger radio show every -Sunday :t 8 p.m. 5

Jon Carter also notes that the L4 Timeg had an article on old radio (28 Sep) in
its West magazine, with two pages of color photos of radioc-connected premiums.

#f 'J. C. also suys there is paperback of Morrie Turner's Ueg Fgls strip. 7
How come thc dead - Nick Fury dppeared inra Captain Ameriea story? Simple. Lec
forgot hc-wisi.dead. (Even Leo didn't read the Fricdrich-Trimpe SHIELD?) A4nyway,
though our poll indicates that no one wants Fury to survive (most feel he dicd
after Storanko left him), ho will return in an issuc of The Avengers--1 very
crowded issuc. algo pregsent will be all the Avengers, Captnin Marvel, Scorpio,
and a 12-member pew group called Zodiac. The story had to run to 21 pages to
sccomodote all that.. j# If you like Edmond Hamilton and/or you believe in fair
play to suthors, do not buy the paperbazck Cuiptain Future books. The publishor is
not paying onc dime to Hamilton or any other author for those stories. A Wike
Barrier sends us a strunge clipping from the Washington Post News Service. GSome-
one named Nicholas Von Hoffman has disgovered the comics and docs - piece on how |
Captain America survived. He says, however: "The costumed fighters of today
would fit in with this administration. They're 11 white, and so are their
encmies, with some sxccptions, who're purple, grecn, red, blue--any color but
black." Then he quotes from the November Spider-Man, which features a black
villain he somehow didn't see, just as he missed the Falcon.while reading up on
Captain-americ:. -None is so blind as hé who will not ‘s€cww. . -9 Thet!s Kelly
Freas doing these days? ~ Well, he does 2 lot of covers and art for Adnalog (stf),
is living in Virginia Beach, =2nd is impressing his kids with his reprinted ligd
work in Ridiculously Expensive Mad.  ##  Reportedly, a lot of Marvel covers are
being redonc beequse publisher Martin Goodman doesn't like rayguns or robots or
some’ similar thing in them. # Marie Severim currently is working mostly on
covers, with John: Buscems filling in on Sub-dMariner as well s returning to the
Avengers.  ## After vicowing lorld's Finest Comics #189 ("The Man V.ith Super-
man's Heéart" ), we have decided to creqte a new dubious achievement awaTdsmTne

liort Weisinger Good Taste Award. Is panel 2, pagé 6, a siek joke or for real?

ifF "It's the Grest Pumpkin, Charlie Brown" will be rerun at 7:30. (ET) Sunday,

Oct 26:on CBS. ;#f And the now Sears Christmas catulogue devetes nimost s full
color-photo ‘poge to n display of Pegnuts merchandise--and 2/3 of another in des-
eription of the .items. The goods therc.(not counting tax, handling, and postage)
total $97.37. Therec are other Pegnutgiitems in the catalog, as.well, for you die+
hard completists for whom $97.37 is not cnough to spondi *j5 Watch for Pogo dolls,
which will be:available ag:in when the TV show is rerun. They should be ipcluded
with Downy, 'Biz, .Safeguard, and Spic &-Spin. Meanwhilc, can anyone supply us with
dolls of albert'& Hound Dog? and we will be slavishly grateful to anyone who can
get us any.of the giant Fogd churacter cutouts some stores used to plug the dolls.




News From Creepy 27 and Eeriec 22 are unfit for Australian consumption.  Gary
Australia | Nason's copies were seized by the Australian customs office, under

'« .Regulation 44 of the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations, which
bans works which are blasphemous, indedent or obsccne, or unduly emphasize matters
of s.x, horror, violence, or crime or arc likely to encourage depravity. #7 That
Austrilian Buck Rogers book noting thc moon landing (you remember we mentioned it
14 while back) Has bugged alnumber of. fans Down Under, Gary Mason says.. Seems Ibis
Imprints, the publisher, camped it up, used "terrible, unrepresentative, neglect-
ful jof seversl artists entirely” sclections. The whole camp business is, as Gary
notcs, four years. out of date. The book is: (accordlng to GL) 3 woeful waste of
$1.75, and. complaints to thc pubtlisher were fobbed off with the phrase "fun book."
Sales apparently were abominable, indicating some justiee in the .world. = Ve
hear that australian artist Stan Fitt will be-doing another story for DC--and one
for Gold Key, to boot.

Jerry Scalley sendu us 2 Xerox print of a Mgrketing srticle on comics as an ad
medium. Seems there's o .real scramble for ad Space in the comics. A l-time-full-
pago ad in 4,500,000 copies of Gold kcy's titlecs costs only $4500. Revell, Inc.
lays out about $45;000 yearly for comic book ads. You've no doubtt noted the num-
ter of 3ds fer adult products, some aimed SpuClIlC]lly 1t sgrvicemen--scems. there

is o large adult reqdorshlp of comics still. Or so advertisers scem to think.

;i and as long as we're discussing facts and flgurbs-— It's coming up circula-
tion statement time in the comics againg and we'd appreciatc your keeping your

¢ye out for circulation statements for us. The figure we want for each comic

is Totul Paid Circulatien for the Averagc of the Precdeeding 12 Month Period. ##°
More facts and figures~- Begtsellers' Comics lMarket Issuc (May 1969) was filled
with happy raves about how great it is-that the pricc on comics is increasing.

DC, for example, says, "retailers can anticipste cairning more thon $3.5 million
annually on sales of DC comies...plmest $1 million more than wis éarmed at the 12¢
cover 'price." Charlton udvertises, "FASTEST growing line in the industry--SALES

up over 28j in 1968," liarvel claims single copy szles of 48 million comies per
year--"over 200,000 publications sold per day 365 days of ths year." J(They're
counting the mags published by lagszine ianagement 4s wocll.) ‘Trends scen in "Don't
Underestimate the Comics Market" were: Westerns are out. Adults are buying comics.
Prepacks will be used where ' dealers can't afford to handle singles. Sales arc in
the small newsstand. (4ll those judgments comc from different distributors in
different parts. of the country ) Though GK riiged prices it had an "industry
growth sales increase from 8% to LA T Thed g repucking returns and redistributing
packs. : LA

AN FDITORIAL In 1945, Tolt Kelly created a charcctor named Dan Little, o -Treasury

FROL LAGGIE:  agent.in "The Indizn Treasurc dystery" in.whick Cur Gang helpéd round
up a counterfditer. '‘Little did not tulk in. stilted language; he

vias capable of subtleties of thought and: aetions'' He was a.foreceful, maturse adult

without being a superhuman Idesl. ' Dan Little was' an Indian.. #° In 1969, the

Teen Titans (,24) run into assorted Indiuns on liedicine llountain. The Indians

gither can't muster English--or they talk jive tulk''or throw in "heap big's with:'

¢very other sentence. Warvel hasn't prosented zny Indian (with the outstanding

cheptioh of Wyatt Vingfoot, who has been virtually dropped) as a human being.

irr Isn't it about time for the rest of the comics field to catch up with 1945?

liore Facts With a new distributor ((Curtis) handling the comic at the same
and Figures-- - time that Gil Kane and:Roy Thomis made a viable churacter of him,

. Captain Marvel sold remarkably well in his first-"new" issue. If
the second sold as welly, he may yet continue in his own book. (7e sassume you are
21l hip enough to spot dialogue touchcs such as "Holy molecules," "This is a job
for--CaPTAIN® MARVEL," etc. without our pointing them out for you.) ## Superman's
sules =re not, we hear, as super zs they were a few years ago. But the book is
hardly in any danger. 5 Fred Bagset sppears now in 74 publications in 18
countries, as for apart as New Guinez and Finland.
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GREG BELL WRITES: Did you read the November Flggh? If you ignore the horrible art,
bad cover, and you've-got-to-be~kidding DC letter column, it's the first readable
Flagh in a1 long time. Kanigher's story reminded me of Fox's Alley-winning "Door-
way tao the Unknown." Kunighcr and Denny O'Neil and occasionally Skeates and Haney
turn in the only intclligent scripts DC ever gets. And even they slip--Kanigher's
world's Fimsst, O'Neil's JLA, snd Haney's Teen Titams. DC ngeds a comsistently
good writer and a1 lot of editors.

DaN FLEMING COMEENTS ON THE POGC TV SFECIAL: The half-hour was just the opposite
of what the comic.girip is all about...leaving out everything but’ Kelly's innocent
5 comp3531onute, nostalgic, sentimental mood--which is ro;lly only 1/10 of what
Fogo is all.about. Lacking was the sort of matter-of-foct tonguc-in-checkness
that w¢ read every:-day in the strip. Besides that, the speecial relied too heavily
on Kelly's bastardizations of our holiday songs--songs,that (really) nobody but
the truest blue-eyed fan can got o kick in the ass out of. To the average viewer,
these songs must have been like. signals, te head for tho fridge. 4lsoy;.as is usual
for animuted features derived from printed forms, the voices were disappointing.
"I've got almost two dozen of the Foge soft-covers and scverul igsues ofianimal and
Fogo ‘comics and love them dearly but the. "Special” was a nightmare...you could
hear knobs clicking off all across the country. '

RICH&ARD J¥YLE REVIEVWS: The Eye 72--Q111y J. thite, 1812 Jackson Street, Columbia,
liissouri 65201. « The ‘Eye %7 is absolutely terrific. "The Origin of The Eye" is a
classic comic book yarn, perfectly written and appropriately drawn By the only
current creater, amateur or profcssional, who can completely recapturc the best
of ”Tho Golden Age" of comics.

On Ehg Fogo TV Specizgl: Long-time Kelly fons were probably pretty disappointed in
this program; I cortainly wus. There were some surprisingly .pleasant things about
it (Mom'selle's voice, Hound Dog and P.T:'s voices, occisional capturings of ges-
turcs or Kellycsque moments--c.g., Bun Kub's touting of holidays). But it nevcr
capturcd the cssences of the depth of Kelly's work. 4nd June Foray did her poorest
voice job of those I've heard--on Pogo, of all characters. It was a "dumb" voice,
that of an unintelligent Rocky~-and its tcempo mazde the entire show drag. It was in
Pogo's fuce, moreover, thzt the cartoon simplification wais done to worst effect,

. robbing it of the 3-D appeal so rlchly captured, in Kolly s'style. If Fogo had
-been -emitted, maybe the, program wouldn't have failed sov (On the other hand, we
heurd children .discussing it with enthusjasm days after the broadeust--and my
freshman college roommte spoke of it .with aclight, sgylng it was the only thing
she'd ever liked of Kelly's work. So goes the world.) R@gglu**

What's It 411 About, Charlie Brown? by Toffrey Loria (Crest 60¢ ) is another of
those books (11ku The.Gospel nccord;ng to Peanuts) writtcn by and for pretentious
snobs who must JUgtlfy on intellectual grounds their liking for = (yikhi]) comigc
strip. It slso affords them a fost buck by giving them a frec ride on Charles _
Schulz's talent and popular creations. Not recommended--the only good part of the
book is the inclusion of strips which are in other Schulz collections. The writing
and philosophy arc sophomoric and patronizing. It's a bummer. **Don*™

Witzend ;6 ($1, Box 882, Ansonia Station, New .York, New York 10023) contains a never-
before-printed EC story bty Wally Vood (a redone version of "Spawn of Venus" origin-
51ly done in 1951 by Al Feldstein) which was done for the third issuc of EC'S 3D
mags. This is in 2-D, of course. This and zn interview with Will Eisner by John
Bonson are the issue¢ highlights. Lowlight is some hecavy-handed propagandizing by
Ditko in which he sets up non—cx1stcnt philosophies and destroys them. liot o great
issue. **Don**




Your subscriptionm carries you through jr :3 Z . Then, you're on your own.

WHERE IT UAS AT: How mod ars DC's new teenm humer comics? Their ad, wow running -+
in several comics, gives the answer. Quoth the headlinc: "Happy: Hiluricus!’
-H‘Jp“' ‘ : AR 35 : FE5.3

Bill Boyle says a: new Marvel horror book is due this f4ll: Astonishihg Suspghsc.

Hé also says that Frank Springer is doing a new spy strip for Murvel, as well-as

art for tho romance and horror titles--and that Black Knlght is duc to have his

own book soon. " And that Gold-EKey is going to put out =2 ouperhcro specinl featuring

The Owl and Tiger Girl (a real blockbuster, that last). 4} Upecoming Brave & Eold
teamups--Batman will be linked with Black Canary, Wildeat, adam Strange, and ihantom
Stranger.  (We understand that the background establishcd for #ildeat in the Spoctre
story by like Friedrich has been ignored.) #F €. 0. Beck is-doing advertising -rt
for Florida firm Magnuson Corp. ' (News from Wayne DeViald, of the: Magnuson Corp.) = 5
411 in Color for a Dime is still unpublished, but reviews are coming in from critics
Who suw galley proofs. = Someone by the nume of Barton Wimble told:Library Jouragl
rosders that it isn't Jules Feiffer's The Great Comic Eook Herces (which we mever
claimed it to be). Holl, Wimble, if Don were going to write someoné clse s book,
he'd do Frow Here to Eternity or Pevton Place; the royslties zre betters The

Kirkus Eeviews for Oct 15 szid nice things and was perceptive enough to call Bill
Blackbeurd's piecec on Elzie Segar's Popdye a "delightful section”--but speiled
things by crediting thé¢ book to Dick Lupoff and someone named Dgu Thompson. H#
Next churacter to be Showesged will be a tecn riding around the gountry on 2 motor-
cycle, we understand. Tt's called either Juson Quest or Jason's Quest or YA
ﬁ/ﬁﬂ/ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ, but ‘our sources vary. #F Jerry Scalley .sonds us a clip from the
Fhiladelphia Bulletin zbout how comics are dead and have been:since. the mid-'50's.
The only comics you can find now ire adaptations of TV ‘shows such as Gt Smari and
liod Sduad (from that giant of the industry, Dell) -nd underground cofiix for adults
only, the article by Rose de Volf says. WMiss de¢ Wolf does admit that' Superman is
still around, but acknowledges the existeince of no other current comic books. Y
don't .expect anyons to devotc their lives to rescarch for o crummy ncwspaper feature
--but 2 glance at 2 newsstand would seem to be in order at a bare minimum.

411 Giorduno's books aro doing well, we hear. Schwartz's books are d01ng not S0
wcll. Sekowsky's books=--londer Lomzn and'“e¢3; Men--seem to be muking it, though
Ml "had < close call not long ago. ROportedly, sales: on W slipped badly durlng
her recent return to Paradise Island, so they have her back beating up those
vicious hlpplos. Bleckh.: Sekowsky fans will te happy to hear that he is taking
over art cheres on Phantom Strinyur from Neal Adams.

-~ 4 BUNCH OF NE%S  Denny O'Neil, Gil ‘Kone, and - Dick Giordano havi their heads to-
- SCUEEZED IN:::: gether over o proposed western comic. “5f The Fantustic Four

" title logo is to bai changed. j## Cartoonist Morrie Turner (Vee
Pals) has put out 2 coloring book, Black znd Uhite (Troubador Press, $2) vith his
wife¢, Letha, The strip's kids and some black history are featured. #7  aquoman
is now ong of DC'c top sellers, slncu Glordano w:nted to keep Deadman ind thc only

" man. and Glenn Nerritt w1ll appear in F om ggyggg EBQ Unknown.. ﬁﬁ Don Heck w1ll
do some work for DC in ngse of Segretg. Ray Galetto, in the U.5. eleven months
(from Ita 1y), is to do work for Nutional's teen humor books. ## No agreement has
been reachcd on a movie sale of Conan, says Faul Buxton, who tzlked with L. Sprague
de Camp rscently. Also, ‘Conan of Aquilonig, next Lancer book detniling Conan's
reign as king of Aquilonia, has yet to be written but should be finished early

in 1970. 'Twill be by Lin Carter & de Camp. The Howard seripts, outlines, frag-
ments, ‘&c ars ‘exhausted. Consideration is- being' given to a gpin-off series about .
Prince Conn, scn of Conan~-but nothing's definite, #t Gary Friedrich is ‘still
writing for Marvel, but only for the weirdbooks. ' (This doesn't thrill us if his
story in ToS #3 is 2 sample. For a one-time teenage journalist; he sure kuows
nothing about newspepers. Don finds it hard to believe he's ever read & newspaper,
much less worked on one, even as a3 delivery boy.. /5 NF uged to be a ‘single sheet.
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